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into independence too fast. They must be careful not to ask too much
of them at a very young age.

The child needs the security of a stable environment. The child
beccomes confused when parents are in dissgreement. Digcipline should
be consistent and understanding.

Dr. Cantwell concluded by expressing the hope that his address had

helped a little towards understanding the child a little better in
putting them on the road to normal emotional and mental health.
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I have just attended the most exciting meeting of my life - the
IXth Assembly cf the World Organisation for Early Childhood Education,
known as OMEP from the initials of the French Organisetion Mondial pour
1'Education Prescolaire. I was indecd privileged to be at this meeting
in London where nearly 400 nembers from nmore than 30 ccuntries were in
attendance. I will do ny best to give you a brief account of the
proceedings, but feel whatever I write here cannct possibly convey either
the tremendous value of OMEP's work in promoting hezlthy humen relation-
ships and understanding among the peoples of the world, or the great

spirit of sincere friendliness and positive enthusiasnm of every member
at the Assembly.

Miss H. F. Gabbard, World President of OMEP, presided at the
opening of the Assembly on Mondaey morning, July 16th. Miss Gabbard
welcomed all menbers who, she said, were at the issembly to share ideas
and learn what is happening to children in all parts of the world.

Then Miss P. M. Pickard, as Chairman of the British National
Comrittee of OMEP, also welcormed the delegates. Miss Pickard pointed
out that as OMEP is internaticnal the Assembly Programme had been
decided by the World Council and the British Committee had cnly been
responsible for carrying out the details of the meeting. She explained
that as OMEP provides opportunities for discussion and exchange of ideas
about young children at an intermationcl level, it has a great
centribution to make towards world peace. It is only 83 years since
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the foundation of the first Psychological Laboratory =nd it is r‘!lly
only 60 or 70 years since we have been systenatically gathering
information about children. We are still discovering children ere not
what we thought they were; they are far better and far worse! Through
our lack of kncwledge and understanding we often find we are not helping
but hindering their development, for when childrcn neced help they need
highly-specialized help. This latter point was reiterated time and
time again during the Assembly.

His Worship, the Mayor of Battersea, welcomed members on behalf of
his borough as the Assembly was hecld at the Battcrsea School of
Technology.

The Rt. Hon. Sir David Eccles, K.C.V.0., M.P., Ministcr of Education,
extended the greetings of Her Majesty's Government to the hA3sembly. We
had the unique experience of meeting two British Ministers of Education
within the space of three days, due to the British Government's
Cabinet reshuffle.

Miss Gebbard, as President, spoke cn the "Task of OMEP". Its
aims and objects are -

1. To pronote the study and educetion of yeung children in all
countrics and so foster heppy childhood and home life and
thereby contribute to world peace.

~

2. To promotée nursery school education (pre-schecl) education,

In shaping its Constitution, OMEP made euphasis on the fact that
it is striving "to help all those who work with children and to
provide opportunities for 21l professicns and organisations to co-operate
in serving those nceds". Whether we are parcnts, teachers, doctcrs,
architects or whatever the aspect of our work in relationship tc the
needs of children, there is a growing awareness that the whole climate
of living =ffects the way a child grows. The following is a brief
list of some of the things OMEP has acconplished:-

i1 a collection of informstion sbout children in other countries -
i.e. a survey.

i Collaboration with UNESCO in ways in which parents and teachers
work togcther,

3. Conducting surveys on Nursery School education programmes in
various ccountries - Ministries of Education, UNESCO,

4. ;nternational Bibliographies of cutstanding books and materials
1n maeny countries ~ 60 countries assisted in this work.

5. With emphasis on teacher-training a pemphlet has been printed
on "Preparaticn of Teachers in 17 Countries".

6. OMEP hes a number of representatives on other organisations -
€.g. Mental Health in Peru, Research in Education in both Oslo
and Denmark.

e Projects are under way for exchange of leaflets and panphlets
on Early Childhood Education.

8. The Newsletter from OMEP is proving 2 satisfactcry channel of
conmunication.

These things are illustrative c¢f o few of the ways in which OMEP
works. Miss Gebbard also stressed one of the broad purpecses of this
meeting was leadership-training of OMEP's werkers; therefore nmuch
tine was devoted to Talk-It-Over groups following each of the lectures.

Dr David Morris, Vice-Chairmen of the British National Committee,
spoke on "Early Childhood Education in Great Britain®. He said that
&t the present time only 1 child in every 20 has the opportunity of
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th!ng 2. place in either a nursery school or nursery class in Great
Britain. Since 1956 pecple hove heard a lot abcut the problems of
education and the teacher shortage and consegquently nursery school
progress has been temporarily set aside. He emphasised that nursery
schools are not minding-centres. He said Great Britain accepts Free
Play, whereby children "learn by dceing" instead of being passive receptors
of education. Dr Morris made an invaluable contribution to discussion
groups throughout the entire wcek's Assenbly.

On Monday afternoon we were able to take part in either a conducted
tour of London c¢r 2 river trip to Greenwich, At 7.30 p.m. there was a
rece;ticu to delegates by kind invitation of the Save The Children Fund
2t Crosby Hall, Cheyne Walk,

On Tuesday, 17th July, we were privileged to hear an outstanding
address by Dr Anne Freud, Director, Hampstead Child-Therapy Clinic, on
"The Emotional and-'Sccial Development of Young Children". Dr A. G.
Skard of Norwzy presided. Dr Freud stressed the importance of parents
and teachers understanding their children. She pointed out various
aspects of misunderstanding which invariably cccur between adults and
children, e.g. an adult's ability to be reasonable and logical is
supposed to govern his behavicur, whereas with a young child, although
the capacity to reason is present, his behaviour is governmed by his
emotions. Dr Freud gave many examples of this, one of them being the
behaviour ¢f a child with traffiec. The child knows it is dangerous to
run across a bucy street, but if he sees his mother on the other side of
the street his strong emoticns will cbliterate his reason as he rums
across to his nocther.

Ancther differcnce between adults and children -- adults have long-
tern views and children have short-tcrm views. The concept of time
means one thing to aduvlts and another tc small children. If we under-
stand the time-conse of children we can save them an enormous emount of
unnecessary stress. Dr Freud enlarged upon the various developmental
stages cf a child's growth fron complete dependence of babyhood through
to his independence as he grows up.

Many questions were raised in discussion gfoups and then brought
back to Dr Freud. Here are some cf the final points I noted:-

s Personality develops by what is inherited and also by the
environnent. Therefore growth is due to maturation, asdaptation
and experience. We nust "fecd" the child with experience.

s Frustration and fulfilment should be properly balanced.

3. Teachers nust be zble to recognise that every stage of growth has
its own dominant nced and therefore primary and secondary needs
are always changing.

4. It is important for the teacher to have an interest in and an
understanding of "the process of childhood",

I attended a "Talk-It-Over" group on the subject of Teacher
Recruitment and Selection. The language barrier presented so many

problems in this particular group that actual discussion was alncst nil.
Questions raised were -

T Asge of student entrants.
2 Length of training.

5 Educaticnal qualifications - emphasis on intelligence, perscnality,
skills and abilities.

4. Types of selection, i.e. interviews and, or, written examination.

5. The apperently universal necd to publicise the fact that educators
of young children must be intelligent and highly-trained people.

Following this discussicn we visited the London County Council's
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Exhibition of Children's Vork and Equipment. This was a good display
and it was gratifying to note that the cquipment and educational
neterials provided for the under-eight-years-cld here was of the same
type as that to be found in use in New Zealand.

On Wednesday, 18 July, Dr Andre Berge, of the Psychopedagogic
Clinic of the Paris Acadeny, gave an address on "The Understanding
Adulth, Scme of the pcints Dr Berge made were:- Childhood is a modern
discovery, for until falirly recently the infant uortality rate was so
high that little intercst was given to early childhood. However, we

ave now learnt, througn pediatrics, to treat the child as a nost
important perscn and it is through understanding the child that we now
try to understand the sdult. Dr Berge explained that there were g
greet. variety of studies made about childhcod, but that we nust nct
cenfuse kmowledee with underssanding. Beok kncwledge does not give
automatic understending or an emoticnsl link with children. He talked
about "intelligence ¢f the heart™® being most important.,

Understanding shoald be g comdination of "external" knowledge, from
scientific stulics oo childven and "internal" knowledge, based on our
£

OWn convact with cur o'm childhood. Dr Berge emphasized that if a
teacher had 1iked his own chnildhood this would be of immeasurable help
t¢ him. Howevar, he z8il, t00. that sone pecple whe have had unhappy
childhoods are c=xcelicrs teachers. The greatest disaster for = perscn
would be 2 chii?tood with nc encvicnal ccntent. 48 educators we must
know how to use ¢ fealte. There is nct much difference between a
defect and =« guality, In his coneluding remarks Dr Berge seid that
teachers must have qualities of confidence, patience and sympathy and

L

the ability +¢ recognisc each child as a person.

On Wednesday afterroon I attended 2 discussion group on "Televisicn
and Yourg Children". B. B. C. televisicn Tcpresentatives were present
end there wac a great dezl of ferthright criticism which led to a most
stimuleting discussicn., Many delegates fronm different countries felt so
strongly about <he disastrous effcets on children of poorly-chosen
T.V. programmes thet the interpreters had difficulty keeping up with
the erguments, In Great Britain 87% of the population cwn T. V, sets
and over 400,000 under-seven-years-old children are up until 8,30
or 9 p.m. watching Programmes. The younger the child the greater the
impact of television.

I feel we have 2 recsponsibility as teachers and educational
administrators in New Jealand to make ourselves conversant with illumin-
ating surveys, such as the "Pilkington Report" and then make every effort
to avoid the misuse znd abuse of televisicn in cur own country,

On Wedncgday cvening there was 2 recepticon at Lancaster House for
delegates, given by Her Majesty's Government, Ve were received by the
newly-appointed Minister ¢t Education, Sir Edward Boyle.

On Thursday we heard an address on "World-wide Inplications of the
Educaticn of Young Children" &iven by Dr Lois B. Murphy, Research
Psychologist, the Nenninger Fcundation, Topeka, Kansas, U. S. A. In
pointing out the need for conmon understanding among the peoples of the
world, Dr Murphy comnended the gradual integration of the ideas and work
of great cducators in showing the great similarity of children's needs in
growth end developmens. She spcke at length on the harmful effects of a
VErXy young child's separaticn fronm his mother. She said that at each
stage of sceial development, orientation tc the new situation must be
such that z child feels safe,

Dr Murphy s2id nuch about the child as s member of a group within
the nursery schocl environment. She stressed the dangers of over-
stimuletion, the nmisuse of freedom, the value of small group games and
activities, suitable eéquipnent and, meost important of all, the necessity
of a "working situation" in a child's play environment. If the teachers
thenselves have understanding leaders to whom they can turn for help and
guidance, their work will be strengthened. Dr Murphy suggested OMEP
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cl'Bider collaborating with UNESCO t¢ formulate hocusing-development
plans for the future.

There were a number of films shown 1o delegates. These films
showed a2 great similarity in the ways in which aifferent countries are
mecting the needs of their children.

I attended o meeting of OMEP's constituent members to learn nore
about the constitution and how one moves towards being a National
Committee.

At the closing Plenary Sessicn of the IXth Asscenmbly Professor
Viola Theman recalled the "highlights" of the lectures and discussions
of the past week, Miss H. P. Gabbard, as retiring President, was
thanked for her tremendcus work and inspiring leadership. Professor
A. G, Skard, of Norway, was welcomed 2s the new President.

It was a truly wonderful conference and I feel very privileged
tc have been there. As Miss Gabbard said in her farewell speech,
"We leave for home with courage, knowing we are not alone in cur work,
that we have friends and will meet again in two years to share our
thinking and to make further progress", I trust the New Zealanders
who attend the next Assembly will be as thrilled as I have been.

MARY PATTRICK

London,
July 26th, 1962.

KINDERGARTEN TEACHER TRAINING
REPORT TO CONFERENCE - SEPTEMBER, 1962

After consideration of the propcsals put forward by the Director of
Education in his letter cf 2 April, 1962, it is recommended on broed
educaticnal grcunds that the Union affirms its view:

(a) that the Department of Education should assume responsibility for
the training of kindergarten teachers;

(b) that students under such training shculd receive the same allow=
ances, status and conditions of work as students training for
primery teaching, and

(¢) that, in the long tern, kindergarten teachers should enjoy the same
salary,status and conditions of work as teachers in the primary
service,

If the Department does not see its way tc meet these recommend-

ations in the near future, the Union should take some steps towards
this objective.

It is recommended:

(a) that each kindergarten teachers' college should set up a
professional committece cn the lines of the proposal for a Board of
studies put forward by the Director of Education; '

(b) that, in the near future, a development of an exploratory
‘character should be undertaken in one area, corresponding with
that of the local Univcrsity district, whore the College would be
placed under the control of o Regional Board of Menagement, whic

would control and edminister the funds for the running of the
College;




